Patrick Andrew Thompson

AURORA

for viola and piano



First Performance on November 14, 2018
Cohen-Davison Auditorium, Baltimore MD
Allison Tsai piano, Carrie Jones viola

COMPOSER’S NOTE

Above all else, Aurora is an exploration of dialogue between two equal partners whose
roles are constantly evolving over the course of a dramatic narrative. Traditional
soloist/accompanist relationships are rejected: sometimes the viola and piano work
together to build a single melodic line from their individual fragments, sometimes they
speak over each other, sometimes one floats above the other, and in a few special
moments their chaotically independent lines converge to powerful unisons.

While not in any classical form, Aurora is nonetheless based on concepts of development
and return, and it attempts to strike a balance between familiarity and evolution. The
piece thrives on placing established ideas into new contexts and having material
constantly respond to what has come before.

The title comes from images of colorful, flowing lights which kept playing in my mind as
I wrote Aurora.

- Patrick Andrew Thompson

Duration: ca. 9 minutes
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Senza mizura

repeat each measure for approximately 3 seconds
do not syncronize with piano until m. 219
smooth accel. to m. 218 tremolo

(mf’ cresc.)

repeat each measure for approximately 3 seconds
do not syncronize with viola until m. 219
smooth accel. to m. 218 tremolo
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116 Aggressive

In Tempo, J

%#ﬁﬁw‘.u-u

A

T2
T2

)

x

218

218

e
[d

7
h

%

L™
i
>
i/
<
-

%

8vb— '

January 10, 2018

Baltimore, MD



