Patrick Andrew Thompson

LIQUID CRYSTAL

for piano



First performance on January 7, 2018
National Sawdust, Brooklyn NY
Huizi Zhang piano

COMPOSER’S NOTE

A liquid crystal is a state of matter which flows like an ordinary liquid but maintains a
crystal-like molecular structure. This piece explores the ways in which short motivic
‘molecules’ of ceaselessly flowing 16™ notes can be developed into a dramatic form. They
are stretched and contracted, put into different harmonic and dynamic contexts, and
placed throughout all registers of the piano. Some of these developments are direct and
immediate, while others are the result of processes which gradually lead the musicin a

new direction.

- Patrick Andrew Thompson

Duration: ca. 5 minutes
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